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LEINSTER G.A.A.

Tom Ryall
In compiling this book of records I have tried to be as accurate as is humanely
possible. In the early years you could find different scores for the same game in the
national  newspapers and even teams listed differed. When this situation arose I
checked the local papers of the competing counties and listed the scores and the
teams that corresponded with their account and usually they would agree with one
of the national dailies. Time and space dictated that I did not cover the All Ireland
B hurling and football, the Vocational Schools Roinn A and Roinn B hurling and
football, the Colleges hurling and football Roinn B, the Leinster Under 21 and
Minor special finals as well as the All Ireland winners in those grades and also
Handball and Scor was not touched on.  Hopefully in the future those omissions
can be rectified. With the co operation of the counties it should be possible to
include at some future date the Leinster Provincial Finalists in all grade of
competition. This is a task too big for one person but now that the dates of all
Leinster finals are listed counties should have no trouble in procuring their line outs
without having to embark on research  as they could go straight to the newspaper
required. Then we would have a truly complete record of Leinster G. A. A.

This book would not have met the deadline but for the wonderful assistance I
got from Paddy Flanagan (Westmeath) who was a wonderful help to me and was
responsible for procuring the photographs. I would also like to thank Meaths
Leinster Council delegate Mick O’Brien and the Leinster P.R.O. Seamus Howlin
(Wexford) for their help with the christian names of the players from their
respective counties. Three men who graced the football fields of Leinster with
renown in the 1930’s, 1940’s and 1950’s were also of great assistance with christian
names. They were Peter McDermott (Meath) who also supplied some rare
photographs, Eddie Boyle (Louth) and Bill Delaney (Laois). Paddy Kelly (Louth)



also helped with Louth teams post the Eddie Boyle era. In the hurling area Tony
Doran (Wexford) and Sean Og Ó Ceallachain (Dublin) were also of great
assistance. Michael Kelly, Castletown, Co. Laois went beyond the call of duty in
helping with the christian names of Laois teams which contested Leinster hurling
finals in the 1930’s. I would also like to thank all those county P.R.O’s who
submitted photographs.     

My thanks also to Seamus Aldridge for his foreward and to Michael Delaney for
his help at all times. My fellow members on the Leinster Centenary Committee
were all very supportive. They are the already mentioned Paddy Flanagan
(Chairman) and Seamus Howlin along with Pat Chapman (Longford) who is the
efficient secretary,  Tommy Murphy (Carlow), Jerry Grogan (Dublin) and John
Cotter from the Leinster Council Office.  A word of thanks to the staff of the Gilbert
Library, Pearse St, Dublin for their help despite the workload I put on them. Jim
Fogarty the Kilkenny Librarian and his staff have always been most helpful to me.
No words of mine would do justice to Tom Beirne of the “Kilkenny People” who
went beyond the call of duty to get the book out in time and also the other staff
who were involved. Former Kilkenny hurling star Pat Henderson and Gerry O’Neill
also helped me to meet the deadline by designing the cover which is much
appreciated. To my two daughters Catherine and Orla who did most of the typing 

I am very much indebted. Finally if someone spots a mistake how ever
insignificent I would like them to bring it to my notice so that it can be corrected.
Likewise people might be able to help with christian names that I did not have. I
wish the Leinster Council continued success in the future and look forward to many
more thrilling contests in hurling and football.

Tomas O Raghaill.
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