


The race for the 2018 Bob O’Keeffe Cup will be fought out
between: Galway (holders), Kilkenny, Wexford, Dublin
and Offaly.

They will each play each other on a Round-Robin League
basis with two home and two away games each.

The top two teams at the end of the round robin phase
will then contest the Leinster Final at Croke Park, with the
provincial winners advancing to the All-Ireland semi-finals and
the beaten finalists advancing to the All-Ireland quarter finals.

The third-placed team in each province will compete in the
Preliminary All-Ireland Quarter-Finals, where they'll play
away from home against the finalists of the newly created
Tier Two Championship, the Joe McDonagh Cup.

The Joe McDonagh Cup, named in honour of the former GAA
President and All-Ireland winning Galway hurler, is made up
of six teams — Carlow, Laois, Meath, Westmeath, Kerry, and
Antrim — and will also be played on a Round-Robin basis.

If the winner of the Joe McDonagh Cup is a non-Munster
team, they’ll be promoted to the Leinster Championship
and Liam MacCarthy Cup for 2019 where they'll replace the
bottom team in this year's Leinster Championship.
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If the winner is a Munster team (i.e. Kerry), they must win a
play-off with the bottom team in the Munster Championship
in order to gain promotion to the Munster Championship and
Liam MacCarthy Cup for the 2019 season.

The sixth-placed team after the round-robin phase of the
Joe McDonagh Cup will be relegated to the Christy Ring Cup.

In order to reduce the number of teams in the Joe McDonagh
Cup to five for the 2019 campaign, the team that finishes
5th this year will play off against the Christy Ring Cup
winners, with the winners of the play-off competing in the
Joe McDonagh cup in 2019, and the loser in the Christy Ring
Cup in 2019.

Where only two teams finish on the same amount of points
they’ll be separated by the outcome of their meeting on
the head-to-head rule. If that match ended in a draw or if
three or more teams finish level on points, then they'll be
separated by the following means in this order: (1) scoring
difference; (2) highest total score for; (3) highest total goals
for; (4) a play-off.

Rd 1+ OFFALY v GALWAY ¢ Bord na Ména O'Connor Park * 12th May « 7.00pm
Rd 1+ DUBLIN v KILKENNY - Parnell Park « 13th May * 2.00pm

Rd 2 « WEXFORD v DUBLIN ¢ Innovate Wexford Park « 20th May * 3.00pm
Rd 2 « KILKENNY v OFFALY * Nowlan Park « 20th May ¢ 3.00pm

Rd 3 « OFFALY v WEXFORD ¢ Bord na Ména O’'Connor Park * 26th May « 7.00pm
Rd 3 « GALWAY v KILKENNY - Pearse Stadium, Galway ¢ 27th May * 4.00pm

Rd 4 « WEXFORD v GALWAY ¢ Innovate Wexford Park * 2nd June ¢ 5.00pm

Rd 4 « DUBLIN v OFFALY ¢ Parnell Park

3rd June ¢ 3.00pm

Rd 5 « KILKENNY v WEXFORD ¢ Nowlan Park ¢ 9th June ¢ 7.00pm
Rd 5 « GALWAY v DUBLIN - Pearse Stadium, Galway ° 9th June « 7.00pm
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Dia daoibh agus fdilte

A warm welcome to you all to what promises to be one of the most exciting GAA Championship summers in many
years.

We saw a new record set in the Leinster senior hurling championship in 2017 when a fantastic crowd of more than
60,000 attended the Galway-Wexford final in Croke Park last July. Micheal Donoghue’s men captured the Bob O’Keeffe
Cup for the second time in their short history competing in Leinster and as we know it was part of the push ultimately
towards a memorable All-Ireland glory. Their attempt to defend the crown is just one of the attractions we have this
year as we look ahead to the new hurling format.

With five teams and games coming thick and fast in the round robin format it's fair to say that anything can happen and
that excitement levels will be near fever pitch. Every match matters as the prize of finishing in the top two and making a
Leinster final is still the desired route. Avoiding the prospect of being caught at the other end will motivated teams too.

Galway are the reigning champions, but the Kilkenny Cats are very much back on the prowl and are Allianz League
Champions while we have seen enough in Wexford to know they continue to be a team on the rise. Pat Gilroy in Dublin
and Kevin Martin in Offaly had fluctuating form in the league but ultimately they were gearing up to be ready for this
hotbed of hurling activity and they are well capable of having a big say in how this drama unfolds.

More big competitive matches and a home and away element will help us in on our ongoing promotional efforts. This
format is part of a three year trial and it deserves at the least to be given a chance.

Anything that gives us more games involving the best teams in such a great sport is something worthy of consideration.
But we are mindful too of the fact that so many Leinster counties are vying for the chance to make the step up to the
Liam MacCarthy grade by progressing through the Joe McDonagh cup and we will continue to work to support these
counties just as much as the top tier.

It's new and unique and it is something to savour.
THIS IS GOING TO BE EPIC

Ar aghaidh linn le chéile.

Seamus O Bolghuidhir

Cathaoirleach
Combhairle Laighean












